
las tierras, es la herencia conjunta que se aprecia en var-
ios testamentos, así como la preferencia por favorecer a
un hijo en particular.

En este libro los autores continúan con una larga
tradición de investigadores que se han abocado al aná-
lisis de testamentos en lenguas indígenas. Su investi-
gación nos acerca a la vida de una comunidad maya
del siglo dieciocho que se enfrentó a epidemias y ham-
brunas, obligando a sus habitantes a dejar su última
voluntad respecto a sus bienes. Me parece que la
obra se hubiera beneficiado si los capítulos tuvieran
una distribución distinta, lo cual hubiera permitido
una lectura más ágil, principalmente si ciertos capítu-
los estuvieran de manera consecutiva. En el capítulo
sobre economía, hubiera sido interesante contar
con mayor información respecto a las demandas espa-
ñolas—por ejemplo, analizar a los funcionarios cono-
cidos como capitanes a guerra, nombrados por los
gobernadores de Yucatán para repeler los ataques de
enemigos “externos e internos” y que controlaban
las milicias indígenas, mestizas y pardas—. Estos fun-
cionarios además eran agentes comerciales de los
gobernadores, imponiéndoles repartimientos a los
indígenas. Esta información sería muy útil, sobre
todo para entender cuál era la situación de Ixil en el
siglo dieciocho.

Se debe destacar que esta obra presenta las tran-
scripciones en maya de los testamentos y su traducción
al inglés, convirtiéndola en una excelente herramienta
lingüística, etnohistórica y antropológica. Este trabajo
nos da cuenta de una comunidad maya que a pesar de
los siglos de dominación hispana continuaba utili-
zando su lengua, sus sistemas productivos y de paren-
tesco y su organización política, pero también nos
muestra cómo se enfrentaba a las calamidades con
sus propios recursos culturales y con aquellos que
había adaptado y adoptado de la cultura europea.

Actas de la Primera Mesa Redonda de Trujillo: Nue-
vas Perspectivas en la Arqueología de los Valles de
Virú, Moche y Chicama. GABRIEL PRIETO and
ALICIA BOSWELL, editors. 2019. Universidad
Nacional de Trujillo, Peru. 413 pp. $35.00 (paper-
back), ISBN 978-612-323-033-3.

Reviewed by Robyn E. Cutright, Centre College

In 2015, Peruvian and international archaeologists met
in Trujillo to share their recent research in the Moche,
Chicama, and Virú Valleys on Peru’s north coast. This
volume, dedicated to the memory of the influential
Moche scholar Dr. Santiago Uceda Castillo, collects

the conference papers. The Trujillo region has long
been the focus of archaeological investigation, from
pioneering work by the likes of Bennett, Bird, and
Willey to the influential contributions of the Chan
Chan-Moche Valley Project in the 1960s and 1970s.
Most chapters in this volume respond explicitly to
the paradigms and chronologies generated by this
past work by questioning, revising, or complicating
previous understandings of prehispanic social and po-
litical organization in these valleys.

As an Andeanist located in the United States,
sometimes I find it difficult to access the extensive
recent research on the north coast of Peru. Too often,
data languish in reports or unpublished theses; new
results are presented at conferences with audiences
limited by academic schedules, travel funding, and
visas. In the absence of new publications, I continue
to cite classic edited volumes from the 1980s and
1990s. As the research reported in this volume attests,
it is time to rethink many of these classic models in the
light of new evidence.

The volume contains 14 chapters, mostly in Span-
ish, along with a highly useful introduction by editors
Gabriel Prieto and Alicia Boswell and a tribute to Dr.
Uceda by Henry Gayoso. It is organized chronologi-
cally, with several clusters of chapters that speak to
each other geographically and chronologically.

The first chapter, by Prieto and coauthors, uses
petrographic, formal, stylistic, and residue analyses
to describe early ceramics at Gramalote, a seaside
community occupied between 1500 and 1200 BC. In
contrast to models proposing that ceramics were first
adopted for ritual or political functions, Prieto and
coauthors find that Gramalote residents used the earli-
est ceramics for quotidian cooking activities. Domes-
tic ceramics expressed local ideologies in the context
of daily food consumption, whereas bottles produced
at larger centers communicated a broadly shared sym-
bolic vocabulary.

The chapter by Jordan Downey and Jean-François
Millaire reconsiders Virú Valley chronologies. Careful
seriation of domestic wares through correspondence
analysis, anchored by a series of radiocarbon dates,
allows them to propose a refined chronological
sequence that emphasizes cultural and ethnic continu-
ity over abrupt cultural change. Brian Billman and col-
leagues present data from Cerro León, an Early
Intermediate Period site in the middle Moche Valley.
They use multiple lines of evidence, including burials,
residential architecture, cuisine, ceramics, and activ-
ities like discard and cleaning, to argue that Cerro
León residents were mostly ethnically highland people
they call Culle. This reconstruction of Cerro León
social identity allows them to evaluate existing models
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of coast–highland interaction and argue that, in this
area, such relationships were based on peaceful alli-
ance and exchange.

The next chapters present new evidence from
ongoing work at the Huacas de Moche. Henry Gayoso
reports on his investigations at Huaca las Estrellas, to
the south of Moche, which suggest it was a Gallinazo
palace. Enrique Zavaleta discusses new excavations at
a platform in the urban sector of Moche, originally
identified by members of the Chan Chan-Moche Val-
ley Project. New excavations uncovered complex
architecture, including a circular structure like that
depicted in Moche iconography, and elite male buri-
als. To Zavaleta, these data support a secularization
of power later in the Moche period. Celeste Gagnon
presents a bioarchaeological assessment of health at
Moche: she finds more stress in Moche residents
than in earlier Salinar and Gallinazo populations, de-
spite the greater social stability of the Moche period.
Finally, Moises Tufinio’s chapter describes recent
investigations at Huaca del Sol. Initially the residence
of a powerful leader, Huaca del Sol became a focus of
ceremonial and burial activity later in the Moche
period and in the subsequent Middle Horizon. Taken
together, these chapters highlight the remarkable
advances made in more than two decades of investiga-
tion at the Huacas de Moche.

Moving north, Régulo Franco’s chapter reports
recent research at Huaca el Castillo, at the Chicama
Valley site of Mocollope, which likely represented
the seat of a local lord within a valley-wide hierarchy
headed by powerful El Brujo. Ari Caramanica’s sur-
vey results from the Pampa de Mocán call into ques-
tion the link between sociopolitical complexity and
irrigation agriculture, showing that a mobile popula-
tion farmed this area intensively and developed an
opportunistic food production system that flourished
in the context of environmental instability.

A final set of chapters focuses on the Chimú and
Inca periods. Feren Castillo Luján’s chapter uses
recent excavations of Early Chimú burials at Huaca
de la Luna—along with later Moche dates from
Luna and new ceramic typologies elsewhere on the
coast—to rethink Mackey’s Chimú ceramic sequence.
Nadia Gamarra and colleagues report on exciting new
work at Chan Chan. They document the reuse of a
funerary platform located outside major compound
walls, where intrusive, secondary burials respected
older platform architecture in a pattern that suggests
long-term social memory and ancestor veneration. I
hope that more insights from these ongoing investi-
gations at the Chimú capital will follow. Patrick
Mullins documents how frontier dynamics affected
the lives of local populations in the middle and

upper valleys during the Chimú and Inca periods.
Alicia Boswell’s work at Cerro Huancha, Collam-
bay, suggests ways that local chaupiyunga leaders
may have gained authority and access to new
exchange systems after the Inca conquest. Both Mul-
lins and Boswell offer important insights into local
experiences in imperial peripheries. Finally, Jean
Hudson compares ethnoarchaeological data to
Moche Valley archaeological fish assemblages,
identifying long-term continuities in maritime
exploitation strategies.

Despite a few quality issues in its production, this
is a highly useful and well-illustrated volume. Impor-
tantly, it makes available new data at multiple scales
that require us to rethink old narratives about prehispa-
nic life on Peru’s north coast.

People and Culture in Ice Age Americas: New
Dimensions in Paleoamerican Archaeology.
RAFAEL SUÁREZ and CIPRIAN F. ARDELEAN,
editors. 2019. University of Utah Press, Salt Lake
City. xvii + 268 pp., 106 illustrations. $60.00 (hard-
cover), ISBN 978-1-60781-645-4.

Reseñado por Patricio De Souza, Universidad de Chile

Este volumen es el resultado de un simposio efectuado
en la reunión de la SAA el año 2014 en Austin, Texas.
Comprende 13 capítulos que exponen investigaciones
enfocadas en el estudio de los primeros habitantes del
continente americano, con una amplia cobertura
espacial y temática. Con el propósito de “sacudir” la
perspectiva tradicional instalada desde el hemisferio
norte, los capítulos están ordenados intencionada-
mente en un sentido sur-norte, partiendo desde
investigaciones situadas en el extremo meridional del
continente para llegar hasta Norteamérica, en los
últimos capítulos del volumen.

El capítulo 1 se sitúa en la Patagonia argentina,
donde Fabiana Martin y colaboradores efectúan nue-
vos análisis en el sitio de Cueva del Medio, con énfasis
en los procesos tafonómicos sobre los conjuntos óseos.
Los autores proponen que parte de las acumulaciones
de huesos hallados en este sitio podrían ser efecto de
su transporte por carnívoros y no necesariamente
fruto de la acción humana. Asimismo, proponen que
el registro de restos de caballo acusa una explotación
de baja intensidad sobre este recurso, en oposición a
interpretaciones anteriores que daban excesivo énfasis
a la caza de fauna extinta.

También en Patagonia argentina, el trabajo de Nora
Franco y Lucas Vetrisano (capítulo 2) se centra en el
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